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512 ABSTRACTS OF RECENT DECISIONS. 

same time with the other party, the defendant : Smith et at. vs. United 
States, Sup. Ct., U. S. 

Any unauthorized variation in an agreement which a surety has 
signed, that may prejudice him, or may substitute an agreement different 
from that which he came into, discharges him : Id. 

Taxation. 

Life Estate where Tenant dies. — If executors hold property in trust, 
the income of which is to be paid to A. during life, with remainder over 
to B., and it is taxed to the executors as of the 1st of May, and A. dies 
within the year and before the tax is paid, the tax cannot be apportioned 
by the executors between A.'s estate and B., but is chargeable wholly 
upon the income due to A.'s estate : Holmes vs. Taber, 9 Allen. 

Trover. 

Conversion — Notice. — Purchasing a horse m good faith from one who 
had no right to sell him, and subsequently exercising dominion over him 
by letting him to another person, will amount to a conversion ; and no 
demand by the owner is necessary before commencing an action there- 
for : Gilmore vs. Newton, 9 Allen. 

Verdict. 

Irregular Mode of estimating Damages. — Where the jury agreed 
that to fix the amount of the plaintiff's damages, each juror should mark 
a sum, and that half of the aggregate of the highest and the lowest sums 
which should be marked, should be taken for such damages, and made 
up and returned their verdict according to this agreement and without 
any further deliberation : Held, that the verdict should be set aside : 
Boynton vs. Trumbull, Sup. Ct., N. H. 



USURY. 

A correspondent at Toledo, calls our attention to the statement of the 
law of Ohio in regard to usury, in our article on that subject in our April 
number, p. 323, note. As our article might be apt to mislead the profes- 
sion in other states, we subjoin the corrected statement of the present 
law, kindly furnished by our correspondent. (Eds. Am. L. Reg.) 

" The law of Ohio (Act of January 12th, 1824) limits the rate of inter- 
est to six per cent, in all cases, and the Act of February 18th, 1848, 
provides : " that in all actions for the recovery of money," all payments 
of usurious interest shall be deemed, " as to the excess of interest above 
the rate allowed by law," as payments upon the principal — so, that only 
the excess of interest is forfeited." 



